
Glenribbeen Eco Lodge to receive
European Green Flower Award

By Paul Mooney

THE South East, in particular Lismore, has been put firmly on
the eco-friendly European map thanks to the work of a local
B&B - Glenribbeen Lodge.

The Lodge has been awarded the European Green Flower
Flag which is a European eco-label for tourist accommoda-
tions.

Glenribbeen Eco Lodge is nestled in the wooded country-
side at the foot of the Knockmealdown Mountains, based
between Lismore and Cappoquin on the N72.

It offers guests ideal accommodation that is eco-friendly,
giving people a holiday without the carbon footprint.

The Lodge, which is owned and run by husband and wife
team Peter and Els O’Connor grows its own organic food, uses
a nearby stream to generate electricity and solar panels to heat
water, among other eco-friendly approaches.

The B&B featured on RTE’s ‘At your Service’ just before
Christmas.

“There are only 124 flags issued in the whole of the
European Union. We are the 125th establishment to receive the
flag,” explained Peter.

“We are ecstatic and over the moon about this award. There
are no such flags in Ireland, south of Leitrim,” Peter told the
Dungarvan Observer.

“This award means that Glenribbeen Eco Lodge will be rep-
resented by the European Union as a centre of excellence and
promoted by the EU as a green holiday destination.”

Entrants into the scheme need only 18.5 points to pass for
the flag award, but Glenribbeen Eco Lodge passed with flying
colours, being awarded 24 points in the scheme.

The award demonstrates that Glenribbeen Lodge limits its
energy consumption; limits its water consumption; reduces
waste production; favours the use of renewable resources and
of substances which are less hazardous to the environment and
promotes environmental education and communication.

Glenribbeen Eco Lodge will hold a flag raising day when
the award is presented to them at a later date, along with eco-
friendly products, services, and cars on show.

The lodge takes a ‘holistic approach’ to our way of living.
“That includes how we grow our food, how we heat and

light Glenribbeen Lodge and we believe in using all possible
resources to reduce our carbon footprint in the world,” added
Peter.

Both Els and Peter expressed their thanks to those who
helped their eco-friendly efforts along the way.

Through his work in eco-friendly schemes, Peter has been
invited to speak at a seminar at Tipperary IT in Clonmel in
conjunction with ‘Clonmel Transition Town’ that discusses
ecological and social problems and raises awareness of our
carbon footprint in the world.

Picturesque Glenribbeen
Eco Lodge, Lismore.




